[Observations on damage and regeneration of corneal nerves of rabbit eyes with herpes simplex keratitis].
An experimental study on the damage and regeneration of the corneal sensory nerves in rabbit eyes with herpes simplex keratitis (HSK) was carried out by means of acetylcholine esterase staining and transmission electron microscopy. The results indicate that the diminution of the corneal sensitivity detected clinically in HSK is caused by the damage of the terminals of the sensory nerve plexus in the epithelial and subepithelial layers of the cornea and in the later stage of HSK, the corneal sensory nerves begin to regenerate, that is the basis of the restoration of corneal sensitivity.